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A NEW PEiM ROMiA FROM JAMAICA. — Botanical cx|doration in 

the John Crow Mountains of eastern Jamaica has brought to 
light new species of plants in nearly every family of plants occur¬ 
ring in the area, suggesting a long history of at least ecological 
isolation from the rest of the island. .Among the undescrihed 
species collected in recent years is the following diminutive 
Pcperoniia, which has been found several times on the sheltered 
sides of overhanging limestone cliffs. 

Peperomia lewisii Proctor, sp. nov. 

Ilcrha [larva et fragili,s; caulihiis breve pilosi.s, plenmujue sine minis, 
returvato-peiulentibus, 3-8 cm. longis, non plus (juam 1 nini. dianietro. 
Foliac opposilae vel jiaiicae alternatae 1.5-2 ( 2.5) cm. longae. inclu- 
denti pciiolum gracile 3-4 mm. longuni. lamina obovato-elliptica, apicc 
rotundata. base cuneata, 0.5-1 cm. lata: siipm glabrosa jiraeter propc 
margincm, gri.seo-virida vivens, tencbro.sior sicca; infra hispidulosa, 
pallitle-virida vel punicea. Spicac 1-3. lermimdes vel .solac in axillis 
superioribus. graciles. glabrosae. 1-3 cm. longae: pcdunculi hispidnlosi, 
circa 8 mm. longi; drupae circa 0.5 mm. dianietro, fiiscae sicca. 

Small, fragile herb; stems sliort-pilo.se, niosilv uninamlied, recurved- 
pendent, 3-8 cm. long, not more than 1 mm. in diameter. Leaves 
op|)osite or a few alternate, 1.5-2 (-2.5) cm. long (including the slen¬ 
der, .3-4 mm. long petiole) , the blade ovate-elliptic, .apex rounded, base 
cuneale, 0.5-1 <ni. broad: upper surface glabrous except ne;ir the m.ir- 
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gin. gray-grceji when fresh, darker when dry: lower surface hispididous, 
pale green or pinkish. Spikes 1 .H. lerniinal. or .solitary in the upper 
axils, slender, glabrous. I-.S cm. long: peduncles hispidulous. about 
8 mill, long: fruits about 0.5 mm. in diameter, dark brown when dry. 

tvi'k: Parish of Portland, east slope of the John Crow Mountains 
1.5-2.5 miles southwest of Ecclesdown. on shaded limestone clilf. ele¬ 
vation 1500-2500 ft., Proctor collected .August II, 1955 (Holo- 

type at the Institute of Jamaica). .Additional material: Proctor 9906 
and Webster sir Wilson 5148. from the same general area. 

Named for Mr. C. Bernard Lewis, Director of the Institute 
of Jamaica and Curator of its Mtiseiim. 

This species somewhat resembles P. hnrbata of the Jamaican 
“Cockpit Country” and adjacent areas, but tliffers in its much 
slenderer, mostly unbranched, rectn vetl-pendent stems, its 
obovate-ellijJtic (instead of roundish-elliptic) leaves of more 
delicate texttire, by its glabrate tipper leaf-surfaces, and by its 
slenderer, shorter spikes and smaller fruits. 

P. lewisii also differs from P. spathophylUi Dahlst. of eastern 
Cuba (with which it was for a time confused) in its .short- 
recurved (instead of long-creeping) stems wdiich are never 
stoloniferotis, its mostly opjKisite (instead of alternate) leaves 
which arc glabrate above and never retusc or rctuse-cordate, in 
its hisjjididous (instead of glabrous) peduncles, and in having 
slenderer spikes. The frtiits of the two sjjecies cannot at jiresent 
be compared because those ol P. spathophylla are known only 
in an immature state.— (jkorci. r. proctor, institutk of Jamaica, 

KI.NCSTON, w. I. 


VIOLA ERIOCARPA VS. V. PI NSVI.VANICA. 


— The two common 
widespread, yellow-flowered, leafy-stemmed violets in eastern 
North America, Viola puhe.scens and F. eriocarpa arc readily 
distinguishable by several morphological characters. Their tax¬ 
onomy and ecology seem to be adetjuately understood, l)ut on 
one point of nomenclature a correction seems to be necessary, 
as in recent years a few sj)oradic attemj)t.s have been made to 
substitute for the wcll-knotvn binomial Viola eriocarpa that has 
stood since 1822, another that has been supj>osed to antedate 
it, namely V. pensylvanica Michaux (1803). 

■As already noted, the two sjKxies of violeis are clearly defmetl. 







